
Packing for Australia Checklist: What Every

International Student Needs

Moving to Australia for your studies is an exciting adventure, but packing can feel overwhelming if

you’re not sure what to bring. The key to a stress-free relocation is packing smartly and efficiently,

ensuring you have everything you need to settle into your new environment.

Here's a checklist to guide you as you prepare for your educational journey to Australia:

1. Essential Documents

Make sure you pack your most important documents, as they will be necessary throughout your

time in Australia.

● Passport and visa

● Offer letter from the university

● Flight tickets

● Confirmation of Enrolment (CoE) from the university

● Health insurance details (Overseas Student Health Cover – OSHC)

● Academic certificates and transcripts

● Proof of accommodation

● Financial documents (e.g., bank statements, scholarship letters)

● Copies of important documents (always have backups in case originals are lost)

2. Weather-Appropriate Clothing

Australia’s climate varies by region, so pack clothes suited for the area you’ll be living in. For

example, Sydney and Brisbane have warmer climates, while Melbourne and Canberra experience

cooler temperatures.

● Lightweight clothing for warm weather (t-shirts, shorts, dresses)

● Warm clothing for cooler seasons (jackets, sweaters, hoodies)

● Waterproof jacket or raincoat (especially if you’re heading to a rainy region)

● Comfortable shoes (for walking around campuses and exploring the city)

● Formal attire (for university events or job interviews)

● Swimwear (Australia’s beaches are world-famous, and swimming is part of the lifestyle)

3. Electronics



Make sure your devices are ready to work in Australia, including adapters and backups for

essential electronics.

● Laptop and charger (critical for studies)

● Mobile phone and charger

● Power adapters (Australia uses Type I plugs)

● Headphones/earphones

● External hard drive or USB stick for backups

● Universal power strip (if you have multiple devices to charge)

4. Personal Care Items

Pack the essentials that will keep you feeling your best while you settle into your new life.

● Basic toiletries (toothbrush, toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner, etc.)

● Prescription medications (with a doctor’s note)

● Sunscreen (Australia has strong UV rays, so it’s a must-have)

● First aid kit (bandages, antiseptic cream, pain relievers)

5. Study Essentials

Make sure you have everything you need to hit the ground running in your studies.

● Notebooks and stationery (pens, pencils, highlighters)

● Backpack (for carrying books and your laptop)

● Academic planner or journal (to keep track of your schedule)

● Textbooks (if possible, get them beforehand or prepare to buy/rent them locally)

6. Food and Snacks

You may want to pack some snacks or ingredients from home that you can’t easily find in Australia,

especially if you have dietary preferences or restrictions.

● Non-perishable snacks from home

● Spices or specialty foods (within customs limits)

● Small cooking utensils if you plan to cook (check with your accommodation first)

7. Travel Items

Prepare for a long flight and your initial days in Australia by packing the following items:

● Travel pillow and blanket

● Eye mask and earplugs (for a comfortable flight)

● Water bottle (hydration is important, especially on long flights)

● Travel guidebook or app (for exploring your new surroundings)



8. Money Matters

Ensure you have access to your finances and are prepared for expenses during your first few

weeks.

● Credit/debit cards (ensure they work internationally)

● Australian dollars (cash for immediate expenses like transport or meals)

● Wallet or money pouch (to keep your cash and cards secure)

9. Miscellaneous

These extra items will help make your life in Australia smoother.

● Reusable shopping bags (many Australian stores charge for plastic bags)

● Laundry bag and detergent


