
TEFL Certification Cost and Time Frame Checklist

1. Certification Types

● Online TEFL Courses

○ Cost Range: $99 - $1,000
○ Duration: 4 weeks to 3 months
○ Features: Flexible schedule, self-paced
○ Notes: Cheaper courses may not meet international

accreditation standards.
● In-Person TEFL Courses

○ Cost Range: $1,000 - $3,000
○ Duration: 4 weeks to 6 months
○ Features: Intensive schedule, hands-on practice
○ Notes: Higher cost often reflects higher quality and

international recognition.
● Hybrid TEFL Courses

○ Cost Range: $1,200 - $2,500
○ Duration: 6 weeks to 6 months
○ Features: Combination of online and in-person

learning
○ Notes: May offer a balance of flexibility and practical

experience.

2. Cost Breakdown

● Low-Cost Options



○ Cost Range: $99 - $500
○ Duration: 4 weeks
○ Features: Basic certification, may lack

comprehensive training
○ Considerations: Ensure the course is accredited and

recognized by employers.
● Mid-Range Options

○ Cost Range: $500 - $1,500
○ Duration: 1 - 3 months
○ Features: More thorough training, better support
○ Considerations: Check for included resources and

additional benefits.
● High-End Options

○ Cost Range: $1,500 - $3,000
○ Duration: 3 - 6 months
○ Features: Extensive training, accreditation, job

placement assistance
○ Considerations: Often preferred by international

employers.

3. Time Frame Breakdown

● 4-Week Intensive Courses

○ Cost Range: $500 - $1,000
○ Features: Full-time study, fast track to certification
○ Ideal For: Those looking for quick certification and

can commit full-time.
● 2-Month Part-Time Courses

○ Cost Range: $800 - $1,500
○ Features: Part-time study, flexible scheduling
○ Ideal For: Working professionals or students

needing flexibility.



● 3-6 Month Courses
○ Cost Range: $1,500 - $3,000
○ Features: Comprehensive training, practical

experience
○ Ideal For: Individuals seeking a deep understanding

and thorough preparation.

4. Accreditation and Recognition

● Check for Accreditation

○ Ensure the course is accredited by a recognized
body (e.g., ACCREDITAT, TQUK).

○ Look for reviews and feedback from previous
students.

● International Recognition
○ Verify that the certification is widely accepted by

employers in the desired teaching locations.

5. Additional Costs

● Materials and Resources

○ Cost Range: $50 - $200
○ Includes: Books, online resources, and additional

materials.
● Exam Fees

○ Cost Range: $50 - $150
○ Includes: Certification exam or assessment fees.

● Renewal Fees (if applicable)
○ Cost Range: Varies by provider
○ Includes: Fees for renewing certification every few

years.



This checklist should help your readers make an informed
decision about their TEFL certification options and better
understand the costs and time commitments involved.


